
Draft- Minutes of the Cymdeithas y Dalar Committee on the 2nd February 2011  

1) Present  

Katarina Dvorakova (KD) Craig Jones (CJ) Christopher Bradly (CB) Anne Van Mechelin (AM) Pam Steane 

Price (PSP) Paul Rowland (PR) Gareth Malkin (GM) Brian Price (BP) Geoff Williams (GW) 

2) Apologies – Peter Williams (PW) Margaret Nichols (MN)  

(KD) was chairman  

3) Minutes to change from the last meeting (BP) £16 in not out in (6) 

Allotment competition more information required (3 & 4) 

 

4) Site Update 

Toilet block is currently blocked in at its current location but will be on its way ASAP (CJ) Definitely ours 

just needs to be transported (GW) needs to be locked on arrival to the site (AM) with every member 

having a key or access (BP) lock should be the same as gate and shed 

(GW) with the flooding issue we should get another quote Drainage (PR) to chase 

Issue with shed currently on its back after winds but going to changed to a 6x4 with a sloping roof work 

is due to start anytime now 

(PR) Costing for tank and deer fencing see attached hand out (PR) was looking for the trust to pay for the 

deer fencing £500 but National Trust (NT) currently has no funds available 

 (BP) Compost Toilet would be cheaper but NT require us to have a chemical toilet 

(PR) Water from the car park is draining on the allotment maybe we could bring the fence forward and 

create a wet land area this would also cause a problem for a compost toilet 

(GW) Compost toilet would also need more space (PR) water would also just drain in (GM) hand washing 

water does not need to be drained into tank (PR) Wet land area could be made child friendly using 

fencing and locked gate (PSP) access gate could be locked   

(PR) help sort out the issue with rabbits (GM) flooding is an issue for the lower plots they need some 

sort of drainage (AM) why not let the wet land develop its self  (GW) if we are going to have an area like 

this with children involved CRB checks will be need (PSP) Are the NT aware of the deer fence issue (PR) 

NT aware of the drainage issue, toilet block and the deer fencing  (GM) Is the money available for 

drainage on a smaller scale (GW) should invite the new property manager of the NT  (PR) need to dig a 

pit for the waste from the toilet and also concrete pads for it to sit on (CJ) Septic tank no good because 

of the flooding issue – so we will need a cesspit (sealed chamber)which will have to be emptied or a 

chemical toilet (GW) toilets will be used and this means cost to empty (CB) For the initial cost maybe we 

could ask the members for an additional £10 as help for the charges (BP) create 2 gallons a flush (CJ) As 

solids are the main problem maybe we could use a bucket for the liquid (AM) Maybe we could educate 

the plot holders the benefit of urine and how best to use on their own plot (BP) no budget for the toilet 

block maybe use some of the drainage budget (PR) Need rabbit fencing along driveway 5’ fencing 1’ 

deep  x 4’ high maybe using smaller stakes 

(GW) 2 emails of further areas for grants to Peter but no action discuss at next meeting 

 



5) Officials Update 

(BP) Treasurer fees in £400 expected £1,500 Current funds 1/2/2011 £1639.18 discuss the budget for fin 

year Oct-Sept 2010/2011hand out attached (GW) what are we not going to do (BP) Web site paid for 3 

years but Shelly kindly is without charge (CJ) Balance £1639 £1100 coming £3400 actual so we are £900 

light for work and expenditure for this current year (GM) Petrol  £75 for cutting grass Insurance £75.90 

saving £76 (GW) BP to draw up a more accurate sheet and send to (PW) (PS) First Aid Kit was added in 

the summer no reported injuries we need £500 for exhibitions and education (CJ) Green Group donated 

money for notice board what have we spent it on (GM) Green cabin (PR) Notice board fine for this year 

going to ask Brian about moving the toilet block near the gate where the ground not so boggy also 

notice board will by the toilet block (GM) Easier if block is by gate for emptying (PR) also screening need 

to speak to Brian about planting trees for cover  (KD) Need permission from the NT 

(MN) See attached email 

(GM) Library/Gardening Club  

(PR) has one book  

Gardening Club 13/1/2011 Chairman of club thanked Anne for attending also going to host Gardeners 

Question Time on 4th April recording two programmes April/May need a poster for them Study morning 

on 19/2/2011 details on the website improving your garden (GW) Have we a link on the website 

Allotment competition basically a check sheet and design – vegetables all with prizes (PS) we can decide 

how the competition will work 

Wildlife (AM) was impressed and enjoyed the garden club meeting and experience and will be going to 

future meetings nothing to report 

Publicity  

1 Dryslwyn Gardening Club sending 12 people to view allotment need something like a pack to hand out 

2 (PS) need to start exhibitions any suggestions 

(CJ) Purpose to publicize why not try council offices – etc - NT spring plant fair – Post office shop (BP) to 

see Mike about the shop  

3 Shelly can set up a forum Website (Blog) for members only to discuss concerns etc 

4 Questions City Gardens Survey (KD & MN) to fill in 

5 Contact Jan Williams gardening programme (PW0 can do it but need welsh speakers for beginning of 

March 

6 Environmental – arrange visit spoken to (PR) 

7 Perm culture Club seeds go 1st March 

8 Stella (Plot 25) offering to give a talk on Herbs maybe at the Spring Equinox party 

9 Email Horticulturalist _ Farmer Market in London (KD) to meet him and see the benefit for us 

10 Transition Town meeting 15/2/2011 meeting as closely related to them worth a friendly exchange of 

information 

Any Other Business  

Minutes of last meeting no expenses for the hall 

Next meeting 2nd March 2011@ 19:15 same place 

Thank you to (KD) for being the chair 

 

Minutes next meeting to be taken by Nigel Cox with Craig Jones on stand by    
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